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Preventable Tragedies in MA due to Untreated Serious Mental lllness

(Bogton News reports)

To date there have been (OO tragedies tracked from Boston news reports alone,

53 lives have been lost and many more impacted!

July Itth, Francie Gigliotti, 43 of Haverhill wag behaving erratically and running into the middle of the street. [+
wag reported he hit a car with hig head and kept running. Dolice found Gigliotti and called an ambulance for help.
When he tried to run into the Bradford Seafood restaurant, police rectrained him for safety reagone at which time

he became unregpongive. [t wag reported that Gigliotti suffered from mental health iseues.

June 30th, Officer Kelgey Fitzgimmong, 28 of North Andover wag shot by another police officer while
attempting to gerve her with a restraing order to remove her gun following an armed confrontation. According to
court documents, Fitzeimmong wag hogpitalized after che wag diagnosed with postpartum deprescion earlier in
2025. Her police gun wag turned over to the department during this time. Documents show the police
department approved Fitzgimmon’s return to duty and reinstated her licenge to carry firearme. [n the restraining
order filed againet her, her fianée wrote that he feared for hig cafety and the cafety of their son, saying in part he

feared, “she would kill the baby at any moment.”

June 28th, Andrew Horsman, 4H of Middleboro, stabbed his mother’s long-term partner, Paul Pomerleau, after
an argument over gteaks. Horeman then poured lighter fluid on the victim’s body after the stabbing and intended
to “light him on fire.” A relative told investigatore the family had diecusged seeking mental health care for Horeman

and that Pomerleau had previously expressed concerng about hig potential for violence.



June 23, Akram El Moukhtari, 18 years old of Revere, hit a Masgachusette State Dolice Lieutenant with a gtolen
motorcycle and left the scene. Lieutenant Donald Bogei wag struck and thrown 4O feet and wag critically
injured. El Moukhtari turned himeelf in later that night with hig father who said his son uffers from ADHD and

other mental health isgues.

June 20, Adam Zwetchkenbaurn, 39 yearg old, was reported to be yelling at care without a ehirt on. When
police arrived, he wag noted to have been smaghing something. Zwetchkenbaum retreated back into hig house and
returned with a machete and threatened officers. Thig resulted in a police standoff. Eventually he wag arregted

and trangported o the hogpital for an evaluation. Zwetchkenbaum ig known to police.

May 27, Elvie Haughton, 46 years old, of Bogton, grabbed a police officer’s gun near Mage General Hogpital
and shot himeelf in the foot. The sugpect wag thought to be experiencing a mental health crigic. A bystander

reported that the sugpect wag “a little disoriented.”

May 20, the Beverly Police Department wag called to an apartment complex on Rantoul Street for a report of
an individual experiencing a mental health crigie who may be armed. After about three hourg of negotiationg, the

individual who wag barricaded ingide of an apartment surrendered peacefully.

May 19, Raymond Nydam, 53 years old of Worcegter, wag involved in a nine and a half hour etandoff with
police. Police were digpatched to hie houge for a report of a check on the welfare at which time they were told the
regident wag making threate. “ Upon arrival, officers determined that the resident bolted hie door shut and that
the threats poseibly involved explosives. Officers took pogitiong outeide the residence and the regident, fifty-three-
year-old Raymond Nydam, aimed what appeared to be arifle at one of them while shouting threate. Upon arrival,
officers determined that the recident bolted hig door chut and that the threate possibly involved explogives and
appeared to have a rifle. Officers took cover and called in the Crigic Negotiation Team. Mr. Nydam shouted at
officere and threw itemg out of the regidence many timeg. He algo armed himeelf with what appeared to be a
camurai sword. Officerg attempted to negotiate for houre. The SWAT team wag aleo called in to agsist. After
about nine-and-a-half hours, Mr. Nydam came out of the apartment and wag placed under arrest. He ig charged

with Aseault with a Dangerous Weapon.



May 7, Andrew Oprian, 27 of Belmont is accused of attacking a car with a hatchet during a fit of road rage.
Oprian had a gimilar incident in 2021. Hig paychologiet, Or. Eric Brown, testified that Oprian wag diagnosed and
hogpitalized with bipolar digorder, and at times doeg not recognize what he hag done. [t wag reported that Oprian
ie 0 numeroug medicationg but hag been regicting them in recent years. Ever gince Opriang friend pagsed away,
he hag been in a manic state. [n March, Oprian told police he wag in the mafia and had an AK-47. Brown told the

court Oprian ig only a rigk to himeelf or others if he ien’t on medication and in routine therapy to stay on it.

May 7, Jameg Brett St. Clair, 38 of Arlington, wag arrested after allegedly stealing a pickup truck with a trailer
of rowboate ag he drove along a bike path and then into Cambridge, damaging and destroying all of the boats and
trailerg before he wag finally stopped in Belmont. [ wag reported he wagn’t making any sense when he wag pulled

out of the truck. He wag ordered by the judge for a competency evaluation.

May 14, Cornelius Wiliame, 34, of Boston, allegedly followed a woman into her apartment in the North End. He
grabbed her feet and started licking them. Her screamg gcared the man away, and he ran down the street.

Williamg'" attorney says he suffers from mental health igeues.

May [, a man entered the Burlington Mall, telling a caghier that there wag going to be a shooting. [nvestigatore
determined the identity of the sugpect and located him. They determined he had no accese to firearme and wag

experiencing a mental health crigie.

May 9, 2025, Wilfredo Burgog, 45 wag arregted after attacking a Malden man who wag vigiting his gon at
Tufte Medical Center. Burgos is homelesg, and according to reports by the man’e wife, he was yelling and
gerearning thingg ag they walked outside of the hogpital. Burgos then attacked the man and sliced hig face,

reulting in 56 titches. The victim in thig cage gays that he feels lucky to be alive.

On or about April 21, 2025, Maxim Vasilyov, 49, of Brighton, wag arrested per reporte of hig mother. Maxim
auffers from gchizoaffective digorder and hag been off hie medication for over a year. Hig mother reporte that he
hag been psychotic eycling in and out of the hogpital. The National Shattering Silence Coalition hag been working
with Maxim’e mother for over two monthe, after it wag reported that her gon wag dropped from gervices because
“he wagn’t following the rules”. He hag been threatening to “kill and rape” people, which then progressed to taking

dumbelle outside o “hurt people who would not ligten to him because he wag the creator.” Degpite calling a co-



regponge team, contacting the Department of Mental Health and trying to reconnect Maxim to gervices, he
remained in the community until hig recent arregt. A newspaper report from 2006 indicated he wag arrested for
aseault and battery ag he attempted to knock down an acquaintance’s door and threatened to kill them. Almogt
two decades later, Maxim ig efill cycling in and out of the criminal justice eystem and involuntary hogpitalizationg

becauge of untreated peychogis.

April 21, 2025, Omar Riaz, 26, wag arrested after officers regponded to a radio call for a possible domestic
violence incident. A woman wag found dead in the apartment. Riaz allegedly fled shirtless and tried to steal a car.
He wag tagered, and a weapon wag recovered. Riaz ig being held for a competency retoration. Riaz wag training
to be a profesgional boxer, reported to alwayg be friendly by a neighbor, but had begun acting increagingly

erratically in recent monthe.

April 15, 2025, Nicholag Akerberg, 28, of Yarmouth Port, stormed the Woburn Digtrict Court wearing a gag
magk and began attacking people with pepper gpray. Akerberg hag a higtory of arreste and uging pepper spray.
Hie lawyer told the court he ie mentally ill and degcribed him ag sounding completely deranged. Ackerberg wag

gent for a mental health evaluation.

March 4, 2025, Alina Dunham, 24 of Quincy, ie accused of ramming a Masgachusetts State Police eruiger
with a stolen vehicle before leading trooperg on a chage. The van wag reported to be driving erratically on [-93.
Alina wag charged with gtealing a Boston Fire vehicle in February 2021 and tuo monthg later in April wag

charged with stealing a U-Haul and driving recklessly. [t wag reported alcohol wag not involved.

March 4, 2025, Thaddeus Jogeph, 22, of Avon, allegedly killed his mother, who wag found facedown in the
kitchen in a pool of blood and a bloodied carving knife near her body. Jogeph’s father reported that hig son had
been experiencing mental health iseueg, including anxiety and feelings of celf-harm. Police reported that Jogeph

wag acting erratically upon arregt.

January 15, 2025, Kevin Coelho, crashed hig vehicle into a building after previougly crashing hig vehicle into a
bank two days earlier. The woman who wag held against her will and in the pagsenger geat called police. After
gpeaking with the man, police noticed he wag in a “tate of altered mental status”. Coelho allegedly had been

making commentg which were guicidal/homicidal in nature and there were reports of concern regarding hig



accesg to firearms. He ie currently being held at Bridgewater State Hogpital. He had agked the officer during the
first cragh if he knew how to check the electronics to see if the electronicg ingide of hig car were hacked and told
officerg he would not leave the bank unti the “CIA” arrived. Coelho ig an army veteran who served in Afghanigtan,
where he wag injured and received a purple heart. [t wag reported that the sergeant had gpoken o a charge nuree
at Cape Cod Hogpital stating that Coelho should be evaluated by a mental health profescional and wag advised
that it was hogpital policy not to evaluate any pereon under arrest. Ultimately he wag releaced from Barnetable

Digtrict Court after hig arraignment and the second crash happened putting other liveg in danger once again.

January 7, 2025, Angel Torres Morales, 23 wag arrested after opening the door on a plane taxiing out of
Logan Airport. At arraignment, hig attorney caid he guffered from a psychotic epicode and did not remember what
had happened. Morales suffers from mental health iseues and wag ordered to continue with mental health

aggegsment and treatment, including medication.

December 15, 2024, a police officer in Fitchburg shot a man who wag making “euicidal statements” and

allegedly pointed hig gun at the officer.

December [, 2024, a barricaded man wag found dead after an overnight standoff at an Allston apartment

building. Detaile have not yet been releaged.

December (I, 2024, a man in hig late 20°e wag taken into cugtody after 4 three-hour standoff in Methuen.

Police could not give detaile ag thie was congidered a “domestic violence” incident.

December 8, 2024, a man wag sent to the hogpital for a medical evaluation after he wag spotted running
around train trackg in Charlestown in hig undergarments and a submerged vehicle was recovered form the water

nearby.

November 8, 2024, Heather MacKinnon, 6! of Dlainville wag arrested after allegedly lighting her furniture on
fire in her apartment complex and digplacing more than 20 of her neighbore. Repregentation for McKinnon

believeg thig ie a reqult of mental health isgues and agked the court for an evaluation.



November 7, 2024, Nikolag Regcigno, 3! of Hyannig ig accuged of stabbing a teenage girl in a random and
unprovoked attack in a Dollar Tree store. He had an outstanding warrant for failing to appear in court from
another incident involving a knife at the Cape Cod Mall in May of 2023, Rescigno hag a known higtory of

mental illnese.

September 30, 2024, Alan Eugene Stec, 6l year old of Eagt Bridgewater, attacked a pickup truck driver
biting hig arm and then attempted to run him and hig pagsengere over while standing in the yard. Stec attempted to
take off in hig vehicle toward a wooded area in the back of hig houge before he tried to flee on foot. Officers uged
a gtun gun to take Stec into custody. Stec told the judge he did not hit anyone and that he wag hoping to go to a
job interview on Tuesday. He is due back in court on Wednegday for a dangerousness hearing and a mental health

evaluation.

September 24, 2024, Chrigtian Alexander from Reading wag arregted on ugpicion of cutting his mother and
father with a razor blade. Alexander’s father wag found at the home bleeding profusely from the neck, while hig
mother wag slashed acrose the chest. “{ just had a peycho attack, [ didn’t mean it,” Alexander told the arregting

officer. [t wag reported by hig mother that her gon hag subgtance abuge and mental health igsues.

September 23, 2024, Dieff Josa, 29 years old of Taunton, wag arrested after hitting multiple police carg in
Weymouth. Police responded to an incident reporting that a man wag acting erratically in a laundromat, yelling
profanities and hitting machines. He wag taken to a nearby hogpital for an evaluation. Joga wag seen in court

bobbing hig head up and down, gide to side, and dancing while being arraigned in court.

August 20, 2024, John Madej, 5! years old of South Bogton, wag arrested after chaging people with a large
knife. Madej is an unregistered gex offender with a history of serioug mental illnegs. He reportedly swore at the
judge in court and hig public defender. [+ wag reported that Made;j had stopped taking hie medication and wag
exhibiting cigne of peychosie. Madej, who wag already wanted on a warrant for failing to regicter ag a gex
offender, wag scheduled to appear in court on September (O, after spending 20 days at Bridgewater State
Hogpital.

Augugt 19, 2024, Jennifer Paez, 35 yeare old, killed her nine month old baby boy before taking her own life.

Court documents revealed that Paez had a long history of mental illnege and known to police. There were reporte



that che made irrational commentg in the pagt about being ‘God” and wag gpeaking in different dialecte that did
not make senge to officers. Just one month earlier police were called to the home on Turnpike Street for a
domegtic incident. Paez wag allegedly demanding a DNA tegt, suddenly believing she wag not her mother’s

biological daughter.

Augugt 15, 2024, Matthew Paluzzi, 26 years old, allegedly killed hig 76 year old father by stabbing him in the
neck. Anthony wag found on the couch by his mother. Daluzzi wag living with hig parents after he allegedly pointed
a gun at an ATM drive-thru employee in 2020 and agked her if she wanted to die. He had been on probation
and through eeveral mental health treatment programe. Paluzzi’e attorney agked for money for a forengic

psychologiet.

July 27, 2024, Kymani Walker, (9 years old, allegedly stabbed a man outside of the Liberty Hotel. [t wag
reported that the sugpect “lunged at the victim with knife ceveral times” and that the victim ghouted, “[ don’t know

you.” Walker wag ordered to undergo a mental health evaluation at Bridgewater State Hogpital.

July 4, 2024, Manuel Cardogo, 44 years old, wag gent for a mental health evaluation after he wag reported
to have urinated on the side of a house in Dorchester and attempted to kidnap a child. The man wag acked to
leave the area when found urinating in public at which time he grabbed a child by the back of the neck and tried to
drag him toward the street. A forengic peychologist reported that the man wag unable to have any coherent

convergation.

June 26, 2024, Lragiddha Baruwal, 28 of Everett was accuged of getting fire to the Squealing Pig in Miggion
Hill. Baruwal wag a former employee of the restaurant and wag fired for inappropriate behavior. He wag arraigned

after a 20 day stay at Bridgewater State Hogpital after being found not competent to stand trial.

June 6, 2024, Jegsica Cavallaro, 24 of Bedford shot both her parents and killed them. Jegsica left work early
because of a panic attack and she told her boyfriend’s father she wag going to get breakfast with her parents who
lived nearby. Upon entering the back of her parent’s SUVY, she shot them both in the back of the head with a gun
believed to have been taken from a gafe ingide the home ghe wag living in. She wag ordered for a peychiatric

evaluation.



May 25, 2024, Jared Ravizza, 26 of Chilmark wag arrested after gtabbing < young girle ingide a Braintree
movie theater. He wag reported to have been laughing ag he stabbed them. Ravizza then fled to Plymouth where

he stabbed two McDonald’s employees. He ig algo a suspect in a homicide in Connecticut. Ravizza attacked hig

father in April and wag releaged by Martha’s Vineyard Hogpital ag he did not meet the dangerousnesg criteria to
be held at that time.

May 22, 2024, Dominique Long 3I, wag shot by police after being called to the scene in Malden with reporte
that “The guy was acting pretty crazy.” Long wag arguing with a woman and wag armed with a knife being

aggressive. After refusing to drop the knife and being taged, Long was shot ag he advanced on the officers.

May 7, 2024, Ygor Barboza, 24 of Barngtable wag accused of gtabbing hie 62 year-old father. He reported
“God made him do it” and “we’re all children of God.” Witnesges told police he wag heard gaying he wag “the king
of Egypt”. The attorney representing Barboza reported that he suffered from mental illnegs and the family was

unable to get him the help he needed.

Ppril 17, 2024 30 year old Ladarrell Murchigon appeared in court for throwing multiple Molotov cocktaile into a
childhood friend’s home. The victim reporte that he then yelled expletives and had no idea why he would do this.

Hig attorney reporte that he suffers from mental illness and needs help, not jail.

April 5, 2024, Michael Wiliame 5! of Bridgewater wag charged with ageault and battery on a police officer,
tregpasqing, regicting arrest, and dicorderly conduet after police were called to city hall for a man yelling racial
glurg, being combative and asked to leave the building. He wag committed to Bridgewater State Hogpital for a
mental health evaluation. There had been reports that he had been at a previous meeting and people in attendance

feared he wag going to hurt someone.

March 18, 2024, Genegie Hurtado, 26 of Chelgea wag arrested on chargeg that she get fireg ingide 3 Eagt
Boston storeg. Her lawyer stated there are competency issues and Hurtado ig currently being held without bail

awaiting a competency evaluation.



March 14, 2024, Eligmar Ferreira of Weymouth wag eubdued with a tager gun after driving a limousine
erratically near an elementary school. Hlg attorney told the judge Ferreira etruggles with his mental health and wag

digtraught becauge he hadn’t geen hig gon in two monthe.

March 6, 2024, 30 year old Justin Moreira wag accused of holding hie mother at knifepoint and shooting at
police in a Hyannig standoff. He wag scheduled to attend court that morning for previougly threatening to shoot
up a school in May of 2022. Hie mother reported that he stated, “The Feds are going to get me, [ am going to
get killed”.

February 29, 2024 Mariam Dealmedia 38 of Bogton wag arregted after robbing a bank in South Boston.

Delmeida’s lawyer gaid ghe suffers from mental illnese and addiction.

February 21, 2024, a man wag arrested in Boston after puching a 69 year old victim towards the tracks at the

eubway station.

February 19, 2024 police received a call to perform a well-check on a Marshfield woman. 42 year old Gina
Martell exhibited delugional and paranoid behavior and attacked two officers with a ceramic figure injuring them.
Martell hag an extengive higtory, including multiple violent encounters with the police. She is known to conceal

weapong within her clothes and body.

February 16, 2024 Emmanual Lopes wag found guilty of murdering Weymouth police sergeant and a 77 year
old worman back in 2018. Hie mom reported that he had a long hitory of schizophrenia (hie father and other
family memberg had schizophrenia), glit hig throat when he wag in high echool and she begged the hogpital o keep
him < weeke earlier. She wag told that he reported not wanting to hurt himeelf or otherg thug he couldn’t be kept.

Thig wag a retrial after a migtrial over the summer when jurore could not come to an agreement on the verdict.

February 6, 2024 Jogeph Hurley 62 of Danvers wag arraigned in the hogpital after allegedly shooting hig wife
4 times and agking the judge if she wag dead. He i¢ being treated for undieclosed medical iseues. Hig wife wag in

critical condition and Hurley wag taken to the hogpital for a wound on hig chest that apparently wag self-inflicted.



January 31, 2024 44 year old Jonathan Paluzzi wag arrested after he allegedly tried to poigon his dog with
fentanyl before gtabbing it to death. A judge ordered him to undergo a 20 day evaluation at Bridgewater State
Hogpital to determine hig criminal respongibility and competency to stand trial. Daluzzi'e attorney caid the cace

gerves ag "an example of why we need better mental health treatment and early intervention services.

January 20, 2024 53 year old Michael Ortega barricaded himgelf ingide hig Wilbraham home after sugpects
daughter texted Ol fearing for her and her mother's life. She reported that her father wag threatening to shoot
them. Gunfire wag exchanged injuring a 29 year old police officer. Ortega wag found in the breezeway with
gunshot wounds and trangported to the hogpital. Both the child and mother escaped without harm. [t wag reported
that Ortega suffered from anger iseues and depresgion.

December 29, 2023, A SWAT team wag called to a Mattapan building hours before the man shot at firefighters.
Officers were called and gpoke to the man who wag experiencing psychogic. The officerg left when the man
refuged to come out of hig apartment. 48 year old Juliug Allen Oweng wag arregted 8 hourg later after shooting
at firefighters when they were called to put out a fire in that building at which time Oweng began shooting at

them. He wag arregted after jumping out a window, paranoid that people were chaging him.

December 27, 2023, a 2! year old male wag arrested in Cambridge after attacking his father and almost killing
him. He wag experiencing extreme bipolar peychosie, hag a history of being homelegs, releaged from programe on
geveral occagiong for non-compliance, and refused gervices from DMH ag he didn’t believe he wag ill. Eleven
monthg later the attack on hig father took place and he ie now at Bridgewater State Hogpital. (Story reported by
his Mother)

December 6, 2023, Samuel Datillo, 36 wag pronounced dead after officers used pepper spray and taged him.
Police were called to the Dedham home after a 9l call to alert police that two family membere had been stabbed.
New reports indicated that Patillo wag showing gigns of mental and physical digtrese at the scene before being

taken to the hogpital.

November 8, 2023, Cheryl Riog, 50 yearg old of Stoneham, wag arrested after stabbing her 8! year old

mother and adult daughter in their home. She wag reported to be having a mental health crigic.



November 2, 2023 17 year old Lucag Larson allegedly killed hig father whoge body wag found in their home. Hig
body wag gaid to have sustained “obvioug injury” Lareon wag ordered to undergo a mental competency evaluation
after a court paychologict said the 7 year old didn't understand what wag going on.

October 22, 2023, Aaron Pennington, 33 of Gardner, ig wanted in connection with shooting hig 30-year-old
wife Breanne while hig < children were in the house. Breanne’s aunt reported that Aaron wag suffering from

mental health issueg and it wag a failure of the mental health system.

June 25, 2023, Chrigtopher Fergueon 4, allegedly killed three people in Newton. [t was reported that he had
been manic since February and had recently been discharged from the hogpital degpite family believing he wag not
gtable. The family had repeatedly been trying to get Christopher help. He hag a long known history of bipolar

digorder.

May 28, 2023, April Monroe, 48, from Somerville wag charged with strangling her mother. She had a known
higtory of mental illnese though not violence. She told police she found her mother with blood coming out of her

mouth and then went 1o a club to ligten to mugic.

May 4, 2023, 23 year old Shawn O’Connell wag shot by an Oxford Police officer when charging him with a

aword. The officer encountered O’Connell at GAM in the roadway with a eword in hand.

March 15, 2023, 38 year old Jonathan Dinney of Bogton wag arrested for attempting to lift hig disabled wife
out of a wheelchair and throw her into the Fort Point Channel. Binney told officere that he believed his wife wag
an imposter and wag attempting to dump her into the channel. He wag sent to Bridgewater State Hogpital for an

evaluation.

March 13, 2023, Dion Pelzer whose last known regidence wag The Pine Street [nn wag arrested after being
called to Bogton Medical Center for a digturbance. Pelzer ie accused of slashing a stranger’s throat before eating
the 75 year old victim’s food and gleeping on hig couch in the West End. Other reporte indicate Pelzer hag a long

higtory of gevere mental illnese and hag been geen wandering the streete.

March 9, 2023, Monica Velez-Carbello, 35 of Mattapan attacked a 13 year old boy with a jagged can while he

wag waiting for a bug with hig friends at Andrew Station. The woman wag walking around the bug stop yelling



obscenities and told police officers the boy threw a chemical on her face & it wag burning though there wag no

evidence to support her claimg.

March 5, 2023, Francigco Torres, 33 of Leomingter wag acting erratically on a plane from Log Angeles to
Bogton after attempting to open the exit door while in the air. He wag gpeaking nongengically threatening people
and attacked a flight attendant with a gpoon that wag broken in half. Torres hag a long-known higtory of mental

illnegs.

February 5, 2023, Marianne Griffithe 56 of Eagton wag shot dead by police after her gon called for a wellnese
check. Marianne hag known mental health iseues and suicidal ideation. Police had been to her houge on previoug
occagiong for threats of harming herelf. She appeared in the doorway with what looked to be a rifle and wag shot
at that time. The gun wag found to be a BB gun. Some believe the responce wag overkill with approximately 35

cruigerg being gent to her gtreet.

January 24, 2023, Lindsay Claney of Duxbury wag found in her home by her hugband after jumping out a
window. Her 3 children were found strangled. [t ig epeculated that che wag experiencing postpartum paychogis.
Thig devastating tragedy hould bring much-needed awarenesg to the way other psychotic digorders are treated in

Magsachusette. Current law ig a barrier to getting medically necegsary treatment for thoge mogt at rigk.

December 27, 2022. Alexandra Eckergley gave birth in N:H. woods and left her newborn in a freezing tent. The
family reports, “Allie hag suffered from severe mental illnesg her entire life. Allie wag hogspitalized numerous timeg
for her illnegs and lived in several regidential programs. We did our very best to get Alie all of the help and support
humanly posgible. Once Allie became an adult there wag even less we could do becauge she wag legally free to
make her own decigiong ag long as che wag not a danger to herself and othere. Under exigting laws, there wag
gimply no way to force her to receive treatment. Nonethelegs, we continued to support her ag begt we could.” The

family lives/lived in Mageachugetts.

Latagha Sanderg of Brockton wag ordered to gpend the rest of her life behind barg Wednesday, December 28,
2022 for murdering two of her children in 2018, an act of violence her family believes wag cauged by
overpowering mental illnese and a crime that led the gentencing judge to invoke the words of an ancient Greek

poet. Sander’s mother told police that before the boys” deaths, her daughter had become obsessed with the



iluminati and ritual sacrifices. Her mother believed Sanders wag mentally ill but said she refuged to seek

treatment.

December 27, 2022 in Dorchester, 45 year old Nikia Rivera et a triple decker houge on fire. She told police
that che “had to” light the houge on fire, saying the houge wag haunted and that “The devil made me do it.” She
aleo believed ghogte were in her houge. Rivera wag ordered to undergo evaluation at a state mental health facility in

Worcegter.

December 23, 2022 in Quincy, 18 year old Gustavo Woodward attacked a woman near the MBTA station and
tried to remove her clothing. Woodward wag hearing voices and had a higtory of bipolar digorder. He ig being

evaluated at Bridgewater State Hogpital.

December 8, 2022 35 year old Brien Buckley of Cohasget wag arrested after trying to cut through the front
of the police etation with a chaincaw after calling police and requesting that they watch hie two children. He went
back to hig houge and wag dangling hig children out the window. After an hourglong negotiation, he wag arregted

and taken to Bridgewater for evaluation and ie known to have a long peychiatric history.

November 30, 2022 Chrigtopher Keeley 27 years old of Weymouth is a sugpect in killing an elderly Marghfield
couple and their dog. He wag living with the couple. He ie known to have a history of mental illhegs and prior

involvement with the court.

September 30, 2022 in Truro, 34 year old Adam Howe killed hig mother and get her on fire. Police responded
to a wellnese check. Family reports he hag known mental health issues. Adam wag ordered for involuntary
commitment by a Judge at 3am in the morning but was refused by Bridgewater State Hogpital due to
adminigtrative errorg (noted i needed to be a section [9). Adam wag placed in Ach St. jail in New Bedford on (5
minute checke due to hig suicidal rick and found dead. He clogged hig nogtrile and airways with wet toilet paper.

Two lives tragically logt becauge of a broken mental health care eystem in Maggachugette.

April 8, 2022 in Middleton, 54 year old Paul Salvaggio ie accussed of stabbing hig [3 year old daughter and

wife in their home. He wag ordered to undergo a peychiatric evaluation at Bridgewater State Hogpital.



March 15, 2022 in Bogton, 23 year old Najee Herbert, stabbed hig mother to death after an argument over a
auicide note che found in hie phone. Najee had no criminal record. He had self-inflicted wounds and wag brought to
the hogpital. The judge hag ordered Najee to be trangferred to Bridgewater State Hogpital for a paychiatric

evaluation.

February 12, 2022 in Lexington, a 35 year old man belonging to a group home that housed those with mental
ilnese wag found in the driveway brandishing a knife. He did not follow commands to drop the knife. With bean

bag projectiles being unsuccessful in stopping him, he wag shot and killed by police.

January 23, 2022 in Burlington, 42 year old Paul Courtemanche ig in critical condition after being shot by
officere outeide of hig apartment building. Officers responded to the apartment complex after the man called Ol
reporting he wag experiencing a mental health crigie. The man came outside wielding a knife refuging to drop it. He
later died.

January 19, 2022 in Boston on Magg Ave. 39 year old Carmen Polito of Brockton wag chaged by police while
acting erratically and wielding a knife. He wag chaged by police and apprehended and ig now facing two count of
ageault by meang of a dangerous weapon and one count of registing arrest. Mr. Dolito hag known mental health
isaueg and wag found by police praying to the sky, epeaking irrationally and had tried to carjack someone stuck

in traffic.

December [, 202! The gkeletal remaing of Brad Cappucci, 33 years old were found in Darby Canyon,
Wyoming. Brad, who suffered from schizophrenia, wag last geen by hig sigter and mother in August of 2019 in a
Masgachusetts courtroom at a commitment hearing. Brad’e mother, sister, and a psychiatriet were fighting to
have him held against hig will for treatment. The judge didn’t find any evidence of violence, suicide or abuge thug
denied hogpitalization. He wag releaged and thig wag the lagt time hig family saw him. Hig remaing were found by a

hiker out with hig dog in Darby Canyon where he had been living gince mid-September.

December 2, 2021 in Somerville 28 year old Shakeel Bodden stabbed hig sigter’s 33 year old boyfriend to
death. Bodden wag acting very strangely looking at the victim ag if he had done gomething wrong. The victim
went downstairg to try and get away but Bodden followed when a fight ensued. Bodden hag a higtory of

achizophrenia, wag sectioned to a mental health facility in mid-November and released on Monday.



November 26, 202! in Winchester at Middlesex Falle Regervation, 28 year old Brady McCue attacked a woman
with a rock, raped her repeatedly, and left her for dead. Brady hag a long history of schizophrenia and wag
followed by DMH. Brady wag releaged from Anna Jaques Hogpital on Monday before the attack and hig father

noted that he wag starting o show gigne of aggression on Thanksgiving Day.

November 9, 202! in Dorchegter 29 year old Nadeem Datrick struck a girl with a pipe before attempting to

gexually ageault her near a Dorchester echool. He auffere from schizophrenia.

November 9, 2021 in Dorchester 37 year old Dashaun Wright wag involved in a standoff with police at hig home.
Three officers were injured and Dachaun wag shot and killed. He wag known to police and had a long hictory of

mental illnese.

August 14, 2021 in Saugus 38 year old Stephanie Gerardi wag shot and killed by police when they were called
to her houge by a family member ag she wag experiencing a mental health crigie. She wag “brandishing” a knife
and had known mental health illnege. Stephanie wag described by a friend ag “kind, eweet and loving”. She leaves
two children behind.

July 31, 2021, 65 year old Jean Paul Durand struck a nurse with a fire extinguisher causing a brain bleed and
broken finger. Durand wag a homelese mentally ill man; he wag found not criminally regpongible for several other
charges but found quilty of aseault charges for the attack and received a two year suspended gentence with

probation.

June 28, 2021, 19 year old Jack Callahan allegedly drown hig father in a Duxbury Pond. Jack told investigators
he wag trying to exorcige hig father’s demonic gpirits, one of which he referred to ag “Dirty Dan.” He went on to

cay that he wag baptizing hig father, dunking hig head in the water about 4-8 timeg.

June 21, 2021 in Springfield 43 year old Joge Montanez wag exhibiting bizarre behavior waving a gun,
fortunately police were able to intervene without anyone being hurt. Montanez ig known to the criminal justice
ayetem with a criminal record and reporte have indicated that hig bizarre behavior wag due to mental illese. Thie

could have been a very tragic outcome, degpite hig multiple arrests he continueg to be let back out on the etreets.



Untreated mental illnegg i a danger to the public yet many are released back onto the streete without adequate

treatment ag Montanez hag been in the pagt.

May 9, 202! in Leicester 24 year old Zachary Richardgon drove hig car into a police station. He wag chot and

killed. Zachary wag known to have mental health and drug abuge problems.

March 4, 202! in Haverhill 23 year old Jake Kavanaugh attacked 54 year old Janet Blanchard and her 26

year old pregnant daughter while they were walking their doge. He sufferg from mental health illness.

February 8, 2021 in Eagt Bridgewater 42 year old Steven Walcott Jr. killed hig father. He lived with bipolar
dicorder. Hig family repeatedly tried to get him help.

January 5, 202! in Newton 28 year old Michael Conlon wag shot and killed by police when called to a candy
gtore by the owner who wag afraid when Conlon wag trying to talk to her with a knife in hand. He euffered from

known mental health issues and wag off of hie medications. Many described him ag a “gentle giant”.

December 18, 2020 in Mashpee 26 year old Andrew Bailey strangled and punched his mother killing her
becauge he thought she wag a ¢py. He had a higtory of mental health illnegs and had been recently releaged from
the hogpital.

December (O, 2020 in Middleborough Ryan True 21 years old with bipolar digorder brutally etabbed hig parents.

He lived with bipolar dicorder and wag off of hie medications.

November 16, 2020 in Wayland Richard Kane Jr. 4 yearg old, killed hig mother and took hig own life. He

battled mental health iggueg.

November 2, 2020 in Winchegter Thomag Celona 35 year old suffered from mental illnese and wag under the
influence of drugs when police responded to a 9l call that two men had broken into hig apartment. Officers heard
furniture being togsed and forced their way ingide, where they found Celona alone, stabbing a gliding glage door

with kitchen knives. He did not regpond to police ingtructions to put the knife down and wag shot and killed. He



wag known by police officers and known to suffer from mental illnece. He had been hogpitalized just a week before

for confuged and bizarre behavior but wag allowed to gign himgelf out.

September 8, 2020, Shaun Holiday of Brockton chot hig pregnant girlfriend in the head with their three young
children nearby. Conditions of Holiday’s probation termg include that Holiday stay away from and have no
contact with hig vietimg, unlese authorized by probate court; have GOS monitoring with the exclugion zoneg of
hore, work and school; abide by the regtraining order, abide by Probate Court orders, undergo a mental health
evaluation and follow treatment recommendations, with releage to be signed to probation; and participate in a

intimate partner abuge prevention program.

March 2020, John Brittan 27 of Amesbury killed hie mother and injured hig father after stabbing them. John

aufferg from schizophrenia telling police that his “alleged mother” had kidnapped and tried to poigon him.

February 27, 2020, Zackery Grandy, 22 of Dorchester wag taken into custody for the murder of hig mother.
Hig defenge attorney reporte that he struggled with mental illnesg over the yearg, hag no touch with reality, and

can’t hold a convereation with him.

February 7, 2020 Jugton Root <H year old who lived with bipolar and schizoaffective digorder wag shot and

killed by police in Bogton while experiencing a mental health crigie.

October 24, 2019 Sean Murphy 2! year old fatally stabbed hig mother in their Dlainville home. He heard voices
in hig head telling him to kill hig mother. He believed the CIA and National Security Agency had planted devices in
his head. Patrick Murphy, Sean’s Dad, described Sean ag a supportive and empathetic peer coungelor at college.
Sean wag a talented, intelligent writer who finiched hig four year bachelor’s degree in three years, wag a

nonviolent person and never had behavior problems.



